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Takahashi, Noboru (Osaka University of Education) & Sugioka, Tsukiko (Kibi International
University). The Effects of Repetitive Story Structure on Story Comprehension in Early Childhood.
THE JAPANESE JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL PsycHOLOGY 1994, Vol. 5, No. 2, 111-122.

To investigate young children’s story comprehension, two experiments were conducted using two simple
animated stories. Both stories were about the same length, but they had different structures, i.e., similar
episodes were repeated for one story but not for the other. In Experiment I, just after watching the
animation, children ages two to four were asked to recall the stories. The story with similar episodes
was recalled at a higher rate among three-and four-year olds, but the two-year olds’ recall rate was
low for both stories. They made many errors mainly because they reconstructed the story during recall
according to their past experiences. In Experiment I, children ages two to five recalled the stories,
and the accuracy of their use of causal relationships was analyzed. Two-year old children’s recall was
not accurate for either story, and the recall of three- and four-year old children was accurate only for
the story which repeated similar episodes. Only five-year old children’s recall was accurate in its use
of causal relationships for both stories.

[Key Words] Story comprehension, Animation, Recall memory, Cognitive development, Early
childhood
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Usjiie, Tatsuo (Faculty of Education, Fukushima University) & Takahama, Yuko(Ochanomizu University).
Three Mothers: Follow up Study of Transitional Process to Motherhood. THE JAPANESE JOURNAL
OF DEVELOPMENTAL PsycHOLOGY 1994, Vol. 5, No. 2, 123-136.

Processes of transition to motherhood were analyzed in a two-year longitudinal survey. Three mothers
who had experienced crisis following the birth of their babies participated. Their difficulties were
accentuated by a vicious circle by which they selectively focused on the negative aspects of events. When
mothers were able to focus on happier events, positive and reward-producing transactions were observed
and their problems gradually diminished. The opportunities for such changes and processes were unique
for each mother, but there were also some common features. Opprtunities for change hung on events
out of their control, and the outcomes of these events were unexpected and rewarding for them. Mothers
had been in tightly blocked situations, but the more they attended to happier events, the better their
situations became. This was because the vicious circles were broken and replaced through transactional
processes with positive circles. Moreover, the mothers attained more receptive attitudes toward their
babies and more openness and intimacy to their husbands. These results were discussed as examples
of adult development.

[Key Words] Adaptation to motherhood, Transactional processes, Adult development, Mother-child
relationship
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5.14, p<.05; F(1,27)=9.74, p<.01), F7=, "{&&®ft
5, T, RMEREHEEROZEERANEE Th-
72 (F(1,27)=4.91, p<.05), RERIIC X2 STEROER I
ERLIc—TREDOARIT 21Tl L 25, FRETIR
"R E, TRES RE SECERICERICSL
(F(1,56)=28.28, p<.001, F(1,56)=10.46, p<.01), &
BRE, BMEEAVRICEEICE Y (F(, 56)=13.50,
p<.001) Zibdiodz, BETIE, HEAE, N
CERCEEIZE2 o7 (F(1,56)=6.62, p<.05) 2%,
FHRFEROTFECERAEIA DRI L 12 1 RBETH Y,
FEFEL TORWESFHVERRTL44, HEA YD RITLL
BOISD, DA ZRRERIT-2EZ5, HELERA
{72olz, Figure 1iX, ZORES LI, HOLHM -
A D RIE % OBFOERA~DHLERERLIZLOT
»3.
HHERICL 2 BVEFA~OHSBE

SEROFBEAITORER, M DEHREN TER
W, "ERAE THEE) ", TEBR obF Y —
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Table 4 HRIA Y DFLFE T & Ic L B3 FHRFE

0% GilLT] A D A
AT ¥ AT %
R FaRE BHRAFRE RLFRE BRAFRS BRLFRS BRLTFRE BRLFRE BHRTRE
M SD M SO M SD M SD M SD M SD M SD M SD
U4 [1.39 0.64 1.50 0.98 1.39 1.36 1.14 1.11 2.89 2.83 3.82 1.64 1.56 1.46 1.64 1.67
fE8ft5(1.44 1.30 1.09 0.76 0.75 0.95 0.46 0.58 0.22 0.42 0.18 0.39 0.11 0.31 0.27 0.62
& E(4.38 3.35 3.69 2.40 3.33 2.24 4.46 2.29 1.83 2.43 2.09 1.73 3.78 5.40 3.36 3.84
B f 74 |4.89 2.34 3.50 2.31 5.08 3.25 4.36 2.21 4.06 2.76 3.36 3.26 4.94 3.60 4.82 4.22
a3 #(0.61 0.46 0.86 0.62 0.31 0.41 0.27 0.49 0.22 0.63 1.00 1.28 0.22 0.63-0.64 0.77
I %12.39 1.34 2,59 1.16 1.36 1.91 1.78 1.87 1.83 1.95 1.36 1.15 0.83 1.01 1.18 0.72
] 0.89 1.05 0.50 0.67 0.83 1.00 0.86 1.85 0.72 1.56 0.36 0.64 0.72 1.15 1.46 1.16
% B {%(2.29 3.18 3.18 3.41 2.36 2.64 3.41 3.48 1.61 2.19 4.46 5.99 2.11 2.75 3.46 2.3l

leg 2ol (F(1,27)=22.02, p<.001; F(1,27)=8.76,
p<.01; F(L,20D53.48 p<.001; F(1,27)%.87, p<.0l;
F(1,27)79.89, p<.01), BFOFBBVHT Y —id E
HINE, EBRME, ThY, BFOFBZVWATIT) —
i TEHE) "EREK M Thot.
BUKASMOFHE LHUKRB~DHEBE

BOEFBMOE, B2 FHEE B3TbhEHZ19
#HH| (BF8, &F11), FHBALFRXITIOES (BF
7, BF3) Tholz. FHEiCHbNIEIE, HRL
FHEEXOBANILEH (LY 1 5-50), REARRFRE
DBPSH2F (LT 110-40) Thote, HEAYDOF
X EIC L B EHFEIEMR L ERER L, Table 41377,
SEBICHECESE2D T —TEBOABRIT&IT-
ez A, MEAVRIOFETE, HEH) OFTIY—
CAESERRD LN (F(Q1,27)=4.4, p<.05), HABARTF
BEDBREBSEIoT.

% =®
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BOERA~OHS LW S ZHDREY bR X, HOEH
] & A D HIOFREEOBEERMLTEL. 2D
BE BEOC~OBMMBRIL L%, FEAYREZES
HERAICHEST 200 L& 02, FOERR & MRA
DRIC L > TR TWA Z ERAELM R 2Tz, Th
12, BMOBRLTHEAY BT LD TRERLS, £0
B HREA D RIEZBERICHEARAATIT DDV ERDY
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BERIERICE B LI ERM, HEA Y JIToBRY
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Tit TS, 25, MEAVMITIE MERIE OR
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BEEZICET T ) —BBVOIE, 25 LELE
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BRI LTHY, HEAVRICE > THEOORRICHEE
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SWHERICEB LT, HOEER L HEA D RZ L8
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COBRBICET 272 Y —Tid, BT TRE) S
CERRICZL bR, BETIAERENLLN
L lrotz, BODRERBICETE2H5—20H 7Y —
Thd Hh, CEERLLNED o, BExbhic
B> TRARED, DOV, EEFOHRZLET
SEFEI L O AL, ORFEER, HEAYRILSE
VEHO—BIRZR>TTSIRITI>ZLEIAEHEAS. L
L, BOEREVHT TRE &, HIBERMINT
WA DWW T OFBRGER T, HOERROR
BELRoTNB EEZDBND, 9 LIEKERY2G, #l
NI, WOEER & MEA Y ROBECICET 2 HERE
DEN, HEOEANZESREEXEOEEYHLTITL
Mg SR, HEAVRAIEZEICERIhTWSEVORE
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Mg o, ML LR TRBASATND
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Hi R RREABEINRZY, RITHRRENLY, KL
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FEOERR L FEAVRIE WS SIFEE DL D —DDER
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DIE, TH Lz ditksdLEZLND,

i, RFRETHON ERINE, "HFEt5 T
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WREEZXIZY, BHOBREBNMLEZY LTNVS,
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RBZ WL

LEZ IBEIARZEST, WHVLWLELT, b

~z

TLLBBRIARAEPD
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Kuramochi, Kiyomi (Ochanomizu University, Doctoral Research Course in Human Culture). Entry Process
into the Play Group of Preschooler. THE JAPANESE JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL PsycHOLOGY 1994,
Vol. 5, No. 2, 137-144.

This study concerned peer group entry 28 behavior during two stages: play group participation, and
play group integration. Thirty-four preschool children took part in free play interactions, in triads
composed of good friends. Analyses focused on videotaped behavior from the first and second halves
of play sequences, as one child from each triad(“newcomer”) entered into play interacions with the other
two(“hosts”). In the first half only, hosts were more likely to give information than newcomers; newcomers
were more likely to receive information than hosts. In addition, hosts gave more information in the first
than second half, while newcomers received more information in the first half than the second. These
and other findings suggest that the study of integration into the play group may reveal behavioral factors
related to successful peer group entry.

[Key Words] Peer relation, Play, Social interaction, Preschoolers.
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This research focused on the reasoning of young children concerning imaginary objects. Four and five
year olds answered questions about three well known figures: Santa Claus, ghosts, and a Japanese
cartoon character named “Anpan Man”. Children first responded to behavioral-sensory questions (e.g.
“Have you ever seen Santa Claus ?”, “Can you see Santa Claus?”). Then they gave the reasoning behind
their judgements. The two main findings were as follows. First, most children believed in the actual
existence of the three imaginary objects. However, while four year olds judged the existence of imaginary
objects based on real experiences, five year olds used imaginative reasoning to explain their beliefs.
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Ejiri, Keiko (Ochanomizu University). Children’s Imaginative Drawings: The Development and the
Effects of Instruction on Drawings. THE JAPANESE JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY 1994,
Vol. 5, No. 2, 154-164.

This study examined the development of children’s imaginative drawings and the effects of instruction
on drawings. The children’s task was to draw “X,” a person or house which did not actually exist.
Experiment 1, participants were three groups of children (five year old preschoolers, 3rd graders, and
5th graders, N=135). The children took part under one of three conditions: (1) Hint group — given
an exmple of “X” with verbal instruction; (2) Model group — given a picture of an example of “X” and
verbal instruction ; or (3) Control group — no instruction. They received instruction before starting to
draw. The main results were as follows. The Hint and Model groups produced more sophisticated
pictures than did the Control group. In the treatment groups, even preschoolers were able to use higher
level strategies in which various conceptual categories were combined (e. g. combining a human being
and an animal). Experiment 2 clarified whether the effects of instruction could be maintained over time.
Thirty-seven preschoolers performed the task three times: before instruction, immediately after instruction,
and one week after. The groups which were given instruction performed better than Control group.
These results suggest that instruction is highly effective in enhancing imaginative drawing.

[(Key Words] Drawing, Imagination, Reconstruction of knowledge, Cognitive development, Effect
of instruction

1994, 1. 18%%§, 1994. 9. 105¥
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